
Session 1 in a NutShell 
 

cd = change directory 
  cd .. = move up one level 
  cd = move back to home folder 
  cd /path/to/folder = move to folder 
 
ls = list contents of a directory 
  -l = long form 
  -a = list all files (even those beginning with “.”) 
  -h = makes file sizes human readable 
  -S = lists files by size 
 
mkdir = create a directory 
 
rmdir = remove an empty directory 
 
head = prints first 10 lines of file 
  -n = to specify number of lines (e.g. –n 5) 
 
tail = print last 10 lines of file 
  -n = to specify number of lines (e.g. –n 5) 
 
cp = copies a file 
  -r = required for copying folder 
 
rm = removes a file 
  -r = required for moving a folder 
 
wc = prints the number of lines, words, and characters in a file 
  -l - = for only lines 
  -w = for only words 
  -m = for only characters 
 
paste = pastes two files side by side 
  -d = to specify deliminator (e.g. –d “,”) 
 
Short Cuts: 
Control + a = move cursor to front of line 
Control + e = move cursor to end of line 
Control + c = kill current command 
 
To exit less type q 


